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Parents opt for

holistic schools

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: Academic perfor-
mance may still matter, but
for a growing mumber of par-
ents, itis nolonger the only
factor when choosing a school
for their child. A strong shift
towards holistic education
1s changing how schools are
being assessed, sald several
clty principals.

“Parents are interested
in academics, but they want
schools to give equal emphasis
to sports and co-curricular
activities,” saild Seema Sapri,
principal of The Herltage
School. “They want children
t0 be exposed to different activ-
ities so they can discover their
strengths. Without opportuni-
tles, they wouldn't even know
what they're good at.™

This growing demand

for all-round development 1s
ovident from what parents are
looking for during the admis-
slon process. In earlier vears,
parents would focus almost
entirely on board exam re-
sults. Now, it's also about what
lies beyond the classroom.

Inmaost apartment blocks,
play areas are limited or in-
doors. Schools can fill that gap.

The Heritage School, for
instance, has expansive open
spaces with over 25,000 trees,
plants and shrubs. “Parents
want their children to plav in
the open,” said Sapru.

A mother who recently
enrolled her two-vear-nine-
month-old daughter in nurs-
ery echoed this. “We want her
to try several activities, espe-
clally in the early vears.”
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“With both of us workine,
we can't take her to multiple
classes after school. So, we
wanted a school that pro-
vides those opportunities,”
the mother saild. “Every child
won't be a topper, bt each can
be good at something.”

To help parents get a better
sense of what's on offer, some
schools now allow “school
tours”.

“The tours are usually held
on Saturdays, when students
are not in class. During these
visits, parents ask detailed
questions about how we en-
sure that children have access
toall the facilities,” said Satab-
di Bhattacharjee, principal of

The Newtown School.

“Tt reflects their clear in-
terest in a well-rounded edu-
cation. In fact, around 80% of
parents tell us during inter-
actions that they are looking
for a school that balances ac-
ademics with co-curriculars,”
she added.

The new generation of par-
ents is also more open-mind-
ed. Suman Sood, director of
BD Memorial Junior School,
noted that earler, parents
would directly ask about exam
results. “Now, they first want
to know what Kind of activities
the school offers.” she said.
“They have also become less
rigid, they no longer question
why junior students are grad-
ed Instead of belng marked.”

For many schools,
this evolving expectation
means becoming “a complete
package”.

“Parents want evervthing
under one roof,” sald Nupur
Ghosh, vice-principal of Ma-
hadevi Birla World Academy.
“If a school can help children
develop both academic and
co-curricular skills within
school hours, it naturally be-
comes the preferred cholce.”

The texthook-only model
of education is finally being
phased out. “What children
learn in the classroom must
have real-life connection.”
said Ghosh. “And it's the
role of the school and teach-
ers to help them make that
connection.”
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